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Vital statistics of Havana during November, 1901. 

Havana, Cuba, December 5, 1901. 

SiE : I herewith forward vital statistics for the month of November. 
The report has been slightly changed since last month, from the fact 
that, during the month, Regla was incorporated in the city of Havana. 
This somewhat increased the population of the city. 

The general sanitary condition of the city is excellent, each month 
showing a steady improvement over the corresponding month of the 
preceding year. 

Taking November for the past eleven years, we find that the maximum 
number of deaths occurred in 1898, when we had 2,054; the minimum 
in 1900, when we had 444 deaths; average 902.36 deaths. This year we 
had 443 deaths. 

Taking the death rate, we find the maximum in 1897, when we had a 
rate of 106 per 1,000; the minimum in 1900, when we had a rate of 
21 per 1.000; average 47.93. This year we have a rate of 19.58 per 
1,000. This compaj-es very favorably with cities of the same size in 
the leading civilized countries of the world. 

During the month we have had no cases and no deaths from yellow 
fever. This can be said of no preceding November since 1762. Taking 
this month for the last eleven >ears, the maximum number of deaths 
from this disease occurred in 1896, when we had 244 ; the minimum in 
1898, when we had 13; average, 48. 

If we take the yellow fever as beginning the first of April and con- 
sider the same eleven years, it will be seen that the maximum number 
of deaths, 1,115, occurred in 1896, and the minimum, 79, in 1899; 
average, 410. This year, for the same period, we have had only 5 
deaths. 

Last year, 1900, vre had, during this month, 214 cases and 54 deaths. 
This year, the last case of yellow fever occurred on September 28 — that 
is, we have gone over two months without a single case or death belong- 
ing to Havana. 

I consider this a demonstration that Havana has at last been freed 
from the infection of yellow fever. 

It must be remembered that October and November are the months 
when yellow fever is rife in Havana, and that, for the past century, 
there has never been a day during these two months when there were 
not many cases of yellow fever in the city ; and very few years can be 
picked out, in all this time, in which the record for each day during 
these months does not show several deaths. 

This result I consider due to the system introduced last February of 
killing infected mosquitoes in the neighborhood of each point of infec- 
tion as it developed. 

The marked difference between this year, 1901, and the preceding 
eleven years is mor€! clearly shown by the curve chart presented in the 
body of the report. It will be seen how high the line of averages runs 
for October and NoA^ember, and how flat the line for 1901 is ; also, how 
high the line is for 1900, the last year preceding the mosquito work, as 
compared with 1901, the first year of the mosquito work. 

The body of the report will show the large amount of work done with 
regard to the destruction of the mosquito. Mr. Le Prince, who is in 
charge of this work, estimates that the mosquitoes in the city are only 
about one-tenth as numerous this November as they were last Novem- 
ber, and I am inclined to think that this is not an exaggerated statement, 
but of course it is hsird to substantiate. At certain places, for reasons 
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not yet discovered, they are just as bad as they were last year, but in a 
great many places in the city where they were very bad last year, they 
have almost entirely disappeared. 

Eespectfully, W. C. Goegas, 

Major and Surgeon, U. 8. A., Chief Sanitary Officer. 
The Adjutant-General, 

Department of Guha, Havana. 

Reports from Matanzas, Cardenas, Isabela de Sagua, and Gaibarien. 

Matanzas, Cuba, December 11, 1901. 

SiE : Through the chief quarantine officer for the island of Cuba, I 
have the honor to submit herewith the following sanitary report of the 
quarantine district under my command, for the week ended December 
7, 1901 : 

Matanzas. — Nine deaths occurred in the city of Matanzas during the 
period covered by this report, showing a mortality of 10.37 per 1,000. 
The principal causes of death were as follows : Enteritis, .3 ; tubercu- 
losis, 1 ; nephritis, 1 ; congenital debility, 1 ; other causes, 3. One case 
of diphtheria was reported. Ten vessels arrived during the week ; 6 of 
these were inspected and passed and 4 passed without inspection. 
Eight bills of health were issued to vessels leaving this port. I have 
the honor to transmit herewith mortality statistics for the city of 
Matanzas during the month of November, 1901. Tuberculosis, 14 
heart disease, 7 ; enteritis, 6 ; carcinoma, 4 ; cerebral hemorrhage, 4 
tetanus, infantile, 3 ; nephritis, 2 ; encephalitis, 2 ; entero-septic fever, 1 
infectious fever, 1 ; malarial fever, 1 ; senility, 1 ; arteriosclerosis, 1 
aortitis, acute, 1 ; anaemia, 2 ; bronchitis, 1 ; pneumonia, 1 ; syphilis, 1 
septicemia, 1 ; diphtheria, 1 ; submaxillary abscess, 1 ; general sclerosis, 
1; anthrax, 1. Total, 58; showing a monthly mortality of 15.38 per 
1,000. The weather has been quite pleasant. 

Cardenas. — Acting Asst. Surg. Enrique Saez reports that 8 deaths 
occurred in Cardenas during the week of the following causes : Enter- 
itis, 2 ; senility, 1 ; heart disease, 1 ; cerebral hemorrhage, 1, and other 
causes, 3. No case of infectious or contagious character was reported. 
The death rate during the week was 16.90 per 1,000. Eleven vessels 
arrived during the week ; 3 of these were inspected and passed and 8 
passed without inspection. Thirteen bills of health were issued to 
vessels leaving the port. 

Isabela de Sagua. — Acting Asst. Surg. Pedro Garcia Riera reports 
that during the week ended November 30, 1901, 13 deaths occurred in 
the municipal district of Isabela de Sagua, of the following causes 
General debility in children, 2 ; tuberculosis, 1 ; arterio-sclerosis, 1 
meningitis, 1 ; tetanus, infantile, 1 ; heart disease, 1 ; nephritis, 1 
malarial fever, 1 ; other causes, 4. The death rate during the week was 
31.78 per 1,000. For the week ended December 7, 1901, he reports 
that 9 deaths occurred of the following causes : Tuberculosis, 5 ; heart 
disease, 1 ; tetanus, infantile, 1 ; other causes, 2. The death rate during 
the week was 22 per 1,000. No case of infectious or contagious char- 
acter was reported. Thirteen vessels arrived during the week; 2 of 
these were inspected and passed and 11 passed without inspection. 
Thirteen bills of health were issued to vessels leaving the port. 

Caibarien. — Acting Asst. Surg. Leoncio Junco reports that 3 deaths 
occurred in Caibarien of the following causes : Gastro-intestinal insufBL- 
ciency, 1; arterio-sclerosis, 1; unknown, 1. The death rate was 18.10 
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